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No Evidence Pesticide Is Harmful To Humans 


Editor's Note — This is the last of 
three articles dealing with "Heptachlor" 
and the recent action by various health 
departments cutting^ off milk shipments. 

By C. MILLARD EILER JR. 

News-Post Farm Editor 
There are two things about the 
current pesticides scare that 
worry farmers. 

One, of course, is the fact that 
no one knows who’s going to be 
next to receive a letter saying 
“Your permit to ship milk has 
been suspended.” 

The other is that as of yet 
there is no evidence to show that 
amounts of pesticides found in 
milk are in any way harmful 
to human beings. 

The American Medical. Asso- 
ciation, not known as a group 
I to make rash statements, has 


reported in its journal that“... 
the hazards of insecticide poi- 
soning to persons with environ- 
mental or incidental exposure 
are negligible.” 

,In plain words, this means that 
it doesn’t hurt people. 

Other conclusions drawn by 
the AMA include: 

“Retention of ingested pesti- 
cides in the general population 
has not increased since 1951.” 
“Human intake via the com- 
mon foods has been estimated at 
.184 milligrams per day. At this 
intake, equilibrium has appar- 
ently been reached long ago, 'so 
that the concentration in the fat 
in the general population has 
not increased in the last 12 


years.” 

In other words, people aren’t 
getting any more pesticides in 
their food than they were long 
ago, and no residues are being 
stored in human tissues. 

All of this may be reassuring, 
but it’s still a fact that zero 
tolerances are still the law as 
far as milk producers are con- 
cerned. 

At last report, 22 farmers in 
Maryland, Virginia and Penn- 
sylvania were under suspension 
by the Wa^ington, D.C., Health 
Department. 

Some other farmers were sus- 
pended for a time, but are now 
able to sell their milk again af- 
ter bringing the level of pesti- 


cide residue to an acceptable le- 
vel. 

Heptachlor has been the pes- 
ticide most often found in milk, 
but the last four suspensions by 
the D.C. Health Department 
were blamed on dieldrin, a simi- 
lar chemical. 

Heptachlor was originally de- 
signed to control the alfalfa wee- 
vil, one of the most troublesome 
pests. It met with approval imtil 
it started showing up in milk, 
but then everything started to 
go wrong. 

The weevils have develop e d 
immunity to heptachlor, and the 
only thing it’s been doing for the 
past year or so has been con- 
taminating forages. 



